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Description: 

Lophodolithus nascens BRAMLETTE & SULLIVAN, 1961 

Lophodolithus 
nascens 

FIGs . 7a-c - Lophodolithus nascens BRAMLETTE & S ULLIVAN , n. sp. Paratype 
no. 564217: a, proximal view; b, side view, drawing; c, proximal view, long 
axis 75° to x-nic (measured clockwise from either plane of crossed nicols). 

x 2000 ca. 
FIGs. 8a-c - Lophodolithus nascens BRAMLETTE & SULLIVAN, n. sp. Holotype, 
no. 564216: a, distal view; b, side view section, drawing; c, distal view, long 
axis 0° to x-nic (measured clockwise from either plane of crossed nicols). 

x 2000 ca. 

Coccoliths with a thin rim higher at one end and turned out at the top to form a narrow flange, 
which is distincly wider at the high end of typical specimens. Central opening spanned by a 
basal transverse bar, with the component calcite in more than one orientation. Length 10- 16(-L. 

Remarks: 

Specimens are more conspicuous between crossed nicols than in normal light, especially the 
thin flange and the bar. The early forms of this species, with less asymmetry in height of rim 
and width of flange (fig. 8a-c), are similar to Zygodiscus adamas (pl. 4, fig. lOa-c), and appear 
to have developed from it. Specimens with a conspicuously wider flange at one end are present 
throughout the local range of this species, although they are more common, in the upper part, 
where they differ from Lophodolithus mochlophorus only in the lack of crenulations within the 
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flange at the broader end and in the less ogival shape of the rim at the opposite end. A lineage 

involving these species seems clearly indicated. 

Type level: 

Lower Eocene. 

Distribution: Locally present in Units 2, 3, and 4 (Paleocene to Middle Eocene). Present 

in the Lower Eocene of Pakistan, Denmark, and the Marniere de Sour be, east of Doazit, France; 

rare in the lower Lutetian (Middle Eocene) of Donzacq, France. 

Type locality: 

Lodo section, northwestern Fresno County, central California, U.S.A. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum. Holotype: U.S.N.M. 564216, Lodo 33; paratype: U.S.N.M. 564217, 

Lodo 33. 

Author: 

Bramlette M.N. and Sullivan F.R., 1961, p. 145; pl. 4, figs . 7a-c, 8a-c. 

Reference: 

Coccolithophorids and related Nannoplankton of the early Tertiary in California. Micropa

leontology, vol. 7, n° 2, pp. 129-188, pis. 1-14. 
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